Indian Church Government School Visit to La Milpa Field Station, Belize
An overnight trip was organized through Programme for Belize and funded by the Friends of Retzer Nature Center in
Wisconsin for students, teachers and parents of the Indian Church Government School on May 14-15, 2016. The Board
at Retzer Nature Center has been sponsoring an overnight trip for schools in the area around the Rio Bravo Reserve for
three years now, and it has made a difference in the way rural villages in Belize view and understand the work that
Programme for Belize does with regard to sustainable conservation management of a tropical lowland forest area larger
than Waukesha County. The overnight trip was organized for 24 participants, including 19 students, and a host of
different activities were prepared during the time they were at the ecolodge, including educational presentations and
guided tours on nature trails. The students, teachers and parents finished the trip feeling much more appreciative of the
unique natural resources in their area and the need to preserve them for future generations.
Director Vladimir Rodriguez greeted students and provided a program overview and orientation to La Milpa Field Station

Naturalist guides Marcos Corado and Francisco Tush took students on a forest trail hike, explaining the medicinal and
ecological role of many plant species. Spider monkeys were observed along the way.

The tour of the forest trail ended at noon and students enjoyed a delicious lunch of white rice with sweet corn, stewed
chicken and fried plantains. Dormitory porch hammocks and volleyball provided an opportunity for rest and relaxation.

The afternoon was devoted to a guided tour of La Milpa’s undeveloped Mayan archaeology site, the third largest in
Belize. Students learned about the history of this ancient city and the natural resources which enabled it to thrive.

Field station cooks Ruth, Clayri and Elsa prepared a fine dinner meal of freshly baked bread, pork steak, mashed potatoes
and chocolate cake for the hungry students. Afterwards, Vladimir Rodriguez gave a slide presentation which outlined the
work of Programme for Belize in maintaining the large nature reserve, emphasizing the diversity of birds, mammals and
trees protected in the area plus the role of ecotourism and sustainable forestry in generating revenue.

After the class presentation, a night hike was led by Marcos and Francisco; the scary highlight was a chance for students
to hold a Mexican Red-rumped Tarantula coaxed out of its burrow. One group spotted a newborn white tailed deer
resting quietly in the bush. It was a great end to a busy day of hands-on learning at the field station.

Sunday morning began with a birdwatching activity commencing at dawn, led again by Marcos and Francisco. Birds were
very vocal at that time, and 25 species were identified, including five hummingbird species and the keel billed toucan,
Belize’s national bird. A fine meal of scrambled eggs, refried beans, cheese, sausage and handmade tortillas followed.

Later that morning the entire group gathered under a shady fig tree. Vladimir summarized the key learning experiences
of the retreat, and students had a chance to ask additional questions about Programme for Belize’s conservation
initiatives. In keeping with tradition, students planted two young mahogany trees as a permanent and positive reminder
of their visit.

The trip came to an end with a photo at the field station’s entrance, and the school group left with a much greater
understanding and appreciation for their natural environment in tropical Belize. According to Director Vladimir
Rodriguez, it was wonderful experience for all, and thanks are extended to the Friends of Retzer Nature Center for
making it possible.

Programme for Belize and Friends of Retzer Environmental Education Retreat – May, 2016

